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ARTIST-DIRECT GRANTS 
SUBMISSION WINDOW JAN. 1 - 15, 2026
GRANT AMOUNT $5,000 

GRANT OVERVIEW  

For the third year in a row, Partners in Art (PIA) is announcing the call for its Artist-Direct Grants. 
The Artist-Direct Grant will award funds directly to GTA-based artists who have confirmed exhibitions in Canada between May 1, 2026 - May 1, 2027.

The goal of PIA’s Artist-Direct Grants is to provide funds directly to artists to cover supplies, studio rentals, exhibition expenses, and production costs. Up to 50% of the grant can be used to pay for their time and labour. A total of ten eligible artists, five emerging and five mid-career, will receive PIA’s Artist-Direct grant in 2026.

Please email artistdirect@partnersinart.ca for any questions pertaining to this program. 

ELIGIBILITY + EXPENSES + ASSESSMENT  

Eligible Applicants 
· Canadian (citizens or permanent residents) visual artists who have a confirmed, upcoming public exhibition in Canada which must open after May 1, 2026 and close by May 1, 2027.
· Applicants must live in the Greater Toronto Area at the time of application (see Definitions on Page 3).
· Confirmed exhibitions may be hosted by public art galleries, not-for-profit galleries/artist-run centres, DIY spaces, commercial art galleries and other public spaces.
· Self-identify as an emerging or mid-career artist (see definitions). This grant maintains a cut-off of 15 years of professional exhibition history to categorize yourself as emerging or mid-career. 
· Applicants must have creative control over the project and hold copyright to the proposed work. 
· Solo or group exhibitions are both eligible.
· Collaborative or collective applicants will be considered as one applicant.


Ineligible Applicants 
- Undergraduate, graduate, or doctorate students enrolled full-time at an educational institution.*
* Continuing studies or part-time students contact PIA to confirm eligibility.
- If you were a recipient of a 2025 Artist-Direct Grant, we ask you wait one calendar year to apply again. 


Ineligible Exhibitions 
· Exhibitions in venues that are not open to the public
· Fundraising projects
· Art fairs
· Publications or books without an accompanying exhibition
· Exhibitions presented for credit in a secondary, post-secondary, graduate or doctorate programs
· Virtual or online exhibitions

Expenses 
Funds from the Artist-Direct Grant should be used for the creation of new work and for artists to pay themselves for their time. Up to 50% of the grant can be allocated as an artist fee. Materials, production costs, framing, and fees associated with producing an exhibition are all eligible. This grant is not in lieu of the exhibiting gallery paying appropriate artist/commission fees. 


Full Expense Eligibility 
Eligible expenses include costs associated with visual arts practices including painting, drawing, printmaking, installation, sculpture, performance art, craft, video, new media, photography and electronic media:  
· Material, supplies, production, production assistance, and post-production costs
· Studio space or equipment rental
· Purchase of small-scale equipment, software, electronics and similar materials required to carry out the projects
· Exhibition presentation costs (shipping, crating, installation and framing)
· Artist fees (up to 50%). Artist fees from this grant can only be paid out to the applying artists, production assistance is also eligible


Activity Timing 
Successful candidates will be notified by May 1, 2026. 
The activity for which you are requesting funding: 
· exhibition cannot start before May 1, 2026.  
· exhibition/project must be completed by May 1, 2027.  


Assessment - How are decisions made? 
Artistic Merit - 50% 
· Artistic quality the applicants past and current work
· Potential artistic outcomes from this exhibit/project

Impact - 40% 
· Impact on your artistic development 
· Importance of project at the stage of the applicant’s career/practice
· Impact on discourse of contemporary art
· Impact on artistic community and community at large

Innovation + Experimentation - 20%
· Demonstration of new works, materials or productions
· Conceptual rigour and originality

Applications for this grant will be juried internally by the Artist-Direct Committee of PIA. 


Final Report + Expectations + Acknowledgement  
Successful applicants must fill out a brief Final Report after their exhibition is complete. This report will request information regarding the impact of the project and budget report. 
If successful artists and PIA are interested in organizing a studio, exhibition or virtual tour, this can be arrangement based on availability, but is not required. 

Successful artists will be asked to add the PIA logo to their website and project/exhibition website as acknowledgement of support. 


Definitions  
Greater Toronto Area (GTA): The GTA is comprised of six local boroughs—Etobicoke, North York, Scarborough, York, East York and Toronto, plus the cities of Mississauga and Brampton.

GTA municipalities include:

Town of Ajax, Town of Aurora, City of Brampton, Township of Brock, City of Burlington, Town of Caledon, Municipality of Clarington, Durham Region, Town of East Gwillimbury, Town of Georgina, Halton Region, Town of Halton Hills, Township of King, City of Markham, City of Mississauga, Town of Milton, Town of Newmarket, Town of Oakville, City of Oshawa, Peel Region, City of Pickering, City of Richmond Hill, Township of Scugog, City of Toronto
Township of Uxbridge, York Region, City of Vaughan, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville, Town of Whitby

Emerging: Artists in the early years of their professional careers who have a small exhibition record. You must have been practicing professionally for at least three years (meaning public presentation of your work).

Mid-career: Artists whose professional careers have passed the early stages, who have produced a reasonable body of work and have attained a fair degree of public exposure. You must have been practicing professionally for at least 8 years (meaning public presentation of your work). For the sake of this grant, we maintain a cut-off of a 15-year exhibition history to qualify as a mid-career artist. 


PIA Funding Disclaimer

PIA’s mission is to “fund and champion contemporary visual art through philanthropy, volunteerism and education.” In this pursuit, PIA supports artists and projects that provide thoughtful and challenging perspectives on our world. As a result, PIA may, at times, associate itself with controversial points of view, opinions, and activism from the diverse individuals and groups that PIA supports. The views expressed by these individuals and organizations are their own and do not necessarily reflect the policies or points of view of PIA or its members. PIA is comprised of 200+ members from different cultural, ethnic, and religious demographics, and as an organization, PIA strives to meet our core principles of tolerance, the health of dissent, freedom of association, and freedom of expression.
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